Lowell Business & COVID - 19 (Coronavirus) Update

The Department of Planning and Development will communicate important information and
share business resources to enable you and your employees to stay safe and informed during
these uncertain times.
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COVID-19 Loan Fund

Governor Baker announced economic support for small businesses with a loan fund of $10 million has been
created to provide financial relief to Massachusetts businesses that have been affected by COVID-19.

Please complete the application found on Massachusetts Growth Capital Corporation's (MGCC)

website, EmpoweringSmallBusiness.org.

Completed applications can be sent via email to mgcc@massgcc.com with the subject line “2020 Small
Business Recovery Loan Fund”.
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Governor Baker's Order Prohibiting All On-Premise Consumption

On Sunday, March 15, 2020, Governor Charlie Baker issued an Order Prohibiting the Gathering of More Than
25 People and On-Premises Consumption of Food or Drink, barring all on-premises consumption of food and
drink in Massachusetts in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Effective on Tuesday, March 17, 2020, all on-premises consumption licensees are prohibited from
selling alcohol to the public until 11:59 p.m. on April 5, 2020. These establishments are also prohibited
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from serving any food or drinks for on-premises consumption; only takeout and delivery of food is
permitted.

For more information click here.
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Business Impact Survey

The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in an immediate shock to the economy, and we recognize this has
impacted Lowell's business community. Please take a few minutes to complete the our survey to help
document impacts and inform mitigation and recovery programming.

Business Impact Survey
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Department of Unemployment Assistance (DUA)

If you have lost your job or are experiencing a reduction in work hours, you may be eligible for
for unemployment benefits. Apply here for unemployment benefits.

DUA offers a "WorkShare" program that allows employers to reduce the workhours of employees between 10
to 60 percent as an alternative to layoffs. Additional information can be found here.
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https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-emergency-actions-to-address-covid-19
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-emergency-actions-to-address-covid-19
http://lowellma.gov/FormCenter/Economic-Development-18/COVID19-Small-Business-Assistance-118
http://lowellma.gov/FormCenter/Economic-Development-18/COVID19-Small-Business-Assistance-118
https://www.mass.gov/guides/what-to-do-if-youve-become-unemployed-in-massachusetts
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/department-of-unemployment-assistance
https://www.mass.gov/media/4386/download
https://www.mass.gov/guides/what-to-do-if-youve-become-unemployed-in-massachusetts
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/department-of-unemployment-assistance
https://www.mass.gov/media/4386/download
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Stay Informed about COVID-19

The City of Lowell will continue to post COVID-19 updates at http://lowellma.gov/coronavirus as more
information becomes available. You can also sign up for the City's alert system to receive emails, calls, or texts

for critical updates.
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Do not hesitate to contact our office if you have any business-specific challenges related to COVID-19.
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